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Dear members and friends of OSL,

Despite recent action by the Wisconsin Supreme Court to lift the Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services' Safer at Home extension order, our concern for the safety of our OSL 
community and our practice of care for our greater community remain our priority. 

The court decision was based on a legal argument, not on any change of circumstance around 
the coronavirus pandemic. Your OSL council and staff continue to focus on best practices of 
care, mindful of those most vulnerable if exposed to Covid-19. We are committed to continue 
to follow the counsel and recommendations of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 
recent ELCA's guidelines, and medical experts, including members of our own community 
and congregation. 

I know this time of social separation has been difficult in unique ways for everyone. One of 
the gatherings I miss most is worship. I miss singing with you, praying with you, preaching 
among you and seeing you smile back at me from your favorite pew every week. I miss you. 
But as much as that is true, we have discerned it is also most certainly true that we have a 
responsibility in our baptismal calling to care for others and the world God has made. Our 
calling is to care, and we will continue to do so by foregoing in-person worship. We will, 
instead, gather for worship via our OSL YouTube channel, our OSL podcast, our radio 
broadcast, and through the iHeart Radio app (links to all media can be found on our OSL 
website).

We encourage you to continue to plan for celebrating holy communion in your homes on 
Sunday mornings, with bread and wine/grape juice (or some semblance there of) so you 
can share in the sacrament.

Your OSL council continues to virtually convene every two weeks to assess our ever-
changing reality and process new information and recommendations. I am so grateful for this 
group of gifted and faithful council members. Through their leadership, OSL has secured a 
Paycheck Protection Program loan, which will help support our commitment to keep staff 
working and serving. 

Your OSL staff continues to work and serve by providing resources, phone calls, and 
additional care and support. You will find volunteer information on our website as well as 
community resources for care and support. If you need assistance in picking up prescriptions 
or groceries, please let our church office know so we can find ways to assist you. 

Our vital ministries continue, ever the more in this time of challenge and struggle. As people 
of faith, we are all called to be generous, and I encourage you, as you are able, to mail in your 
offering to OSL or use our online giving option. 

I have heard many stories of how members of OSL are reaching out to one another in creative 
ways. Thank you for all the ways you are being the hands and feet of Christ. I encourage you 
to continue to practice gratitude for the simplest of comforts and necessities, and when fear 
begins to overwhelm you, breathe in deeply the spirit of God, ever present and surrounding 
you. 

May the peace of Christ fill you up, give you hope, and remind you that you are not alone. I 
am holding you in prayer, and awaiting the day when I can see you again, face to face.

Your sister in Christ,
Pastor Heather Wigdahl
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