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Pastor Heather T. Wigdahl        715-235-0693 x-203 

Pastor Sarah L. Miller                715-235-0693 x-204 

 

ñBlessed are the flexible for they shall not be broken.ò  I learned this particular 

beatitude from Pr. Michael Rehak who served as an interim pastor in Eau Claire.  2020 

has stretched us and pulled us and tested our flexibility in so many ways ð not just in 

the church but in most areas of our lives.  But I am happy to say we here at OSL have 

not been broken!  Throughout these months the Spirit has connected us in new ways 

and helped us figure out how to be the church while physically distanced from each 

other.  We have continued to worship, to serve our neighbors in need, to study Godôs 

Word, and to work for justice.  While we long for the day when we can gather in 

person, we trust the Spirit to hold us together. 

 

Throughout August we will continue to worship virtually through our radio broadcast, 

OSL podcast, and our OSL YouTube Channel.  Be assured that your OSL staff and 

congregational leaders are monitoring the situation and developing plans for how and 

when  we can return to in-person worship.  The Children, Youth, and Family 

committee is working on plans for what Sunday School and Confirmation will look 

like in the fall.  In the meantime, thank you for your flexibility, your patience, your 

support of our ministries and for all the ways in which you live out your faith, sharing 

Godôs love in word and deed. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Sarah 



Page  2 

The service is short 

but gives us an 

opportunity to begin 

our day centered in 

Godôs Word and in 

prayer. 

mailto:sarah@oslme.com
mailto:sarah@oslme.com
https://www.iheart.com/live/news-talk-wmeq-2633/
http://oslme.com/online-worship-and-radio-broadcast/
http://oslme.com/online-worship-and-radio-broadcast/
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COVID 19 Stimulus Check Appeal for ministries of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 

August 1, 2020 

Friends in Christ: 

Over the past few months our lives have changed dramatically. Daily routines have been disrupted, new challenges have 
arisen. In spite of Covid 19, the ministry of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin continues to be impactful, making a 
difference in the world for Jesusô sake. I am grateful for your generous prayerful and financial support of the work that 
we do together. I invite you to join me and our synod council in continuing to support the synodôs ministry with a 
special gift. Perhaps you received a COVID stimulus check. For many this check was a blessing, a needed relief 
for those who had lost income. However, if you are able, I invite you to consider making a gift from those funds to 
support essential synod ministries. Consider these opportunities:  

Give a gift to your home congregation 
 
Give a gift that will keep on giving by donating to the  

Synod Endowment Fund http://nwswi.org/endowment-fund 
 

Give to the ongoing work of the NWSWI  http://nwswi.org/giving 

¶ Give to the synodôs general fund 
¶ Give to our companion synod in Malawi 

¶ Give to our synodôs newest Latino/a ministry, Neighbor to Neighbor 

Give directly to one of our synodôs ministries 

¶ Bible Camps: Luther Park, Luther Point, Wapogasset, Amnicon 
 

¶ Lutheran Campus Ministries: UW-Eau Claire, UW-Stout, UW-River Falls 
 
As a Synod, we are making a difference for Jesusô sake 
1.  The synodôs capital campaign, endowment fund and staff helped congregations upgrade technology and 
provided assistance as nearly every congregation in the synod went to worship and meetings on line during 
the pandemic. 

 
2.  The synod ministers provided additional education, support, encouragement, and resources for both 
worship and faith formation to pastors, deacons, SAMS and congregations since March. 

 
3.  The synod has provided financial support to the Lutheran church in Malawi to help with flood relief and pastorôs 
salaries during the pandemic. 

 
ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ пύ 

https://gmscongregations.ctrn.co/directory/
http://nwswi.org/endowment-fund
http://nwswi.org/giving
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4.  The synodôs justice team has been meeting and working on video resources on racial, gender, environmental and 
hunger justice issues. The synod is launching a NEW Latinx racial justice ministry called Neighbor to Neighbor 
that will focus on connecting with our American Latinx neighbors.  

 
5.  The Northwest Synod awarded small ELCA COVID 19 grants to our synodôs Bible Camps and Lutheran 
Campus Ministries hit hard by loss of income during the pandemic.  

 
Thank you for your faithful partnership in ministry in the past! I invite you to join me and the members of the Northwest 
Wisconsin Synod Council in making a special gift to support the synod that will benefit the ministries of every 
congregation in NW Wisconsin as we move forward together in Godôs mission for the sake of the world.  
 
Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson  
 
 
 
The Northwest Wisconsin Synod Council    Apple River Conference 
Al Arndt, Vice President       Reverend Marilyn Crossfield 
Julie Brenden, Secretary       Justin Swanson 
John Levi, Treasurer       Kim Patterson 
 
Chequamegon Conference      Chippewa Valley Conference 
Carol Lekies        Reverend Lucy Schottelkorb 
Lyle Roe         Arvin Solsaa 
          Michelle Pride 
 
Dairyland Conference       Heart of the North Conference 
Reverend Rolf Morck       Reverend Luci Sesvold 
Kathy Boe         Ed Peters 
           Karyn Hullinger 
 
Lake Superior Conference      St. Croix Valley Conference 
Reverend Paul Simmons       Marcia Lindseth 
Tom Potterton        Ralph Van Keulen 
 
 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that 
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame 
and has taken his seat a t the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:1-2 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ оύ 
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An important message from Lutheran Campus Ministry and Christ, 

Peace and Our Saviorôs Lutheran Churches: 

 

Our annual Pack the Park Outdoor Worship service and fundraising 

event has been CANCELLED for the 2020 year.  This decision was 

made collectively due to concern for the health and safety of our 

congregations, the rising numbers of COVID-19, and CDCôs 

recommendation against large gatherings. 

 

We are saddened by this and will miss all the fun that we have at this 

event and look forward to having you at the event in August 2021! 

 

Blessings, stay safe and healthy! 

 

Katie Wagner 

Director of Lutheran Campus Ministry 

 

From Katie Wagner, LCM Director: 

 

Good Morning! 

 

I hope you all are doing well and staying safe and health. 

 

I am reaching out to schedule our meals for our Monday night events for the Fall of 2020.  This year we have 

implemented some changes to keep both the students and cooks safe given the rising numbers with COVID.  If you 

have questions at all, please do not hesitate to contact me.  This is new territory for all of us, so we will do the best we 

can with the circumstances we have. 

 

I have the following dates available for this Fall.  Please feel free to contact me via email or via phone (715-308-

3393) with which date you would like!  Thank you for your willingness to volunteer in the past.  The students are so 

appreciative of the meals on Mondays and I know they will continue to appreciate it given all the changes they are 

facing at school and in the community. 

 

Dates Available: September 21  September 28  October 5 

   October 12   October 19   October 26 

   November 2  November 9  November 16 

   November 23  November 30  December 7 

 

 

mailto:lcmstout@wwt.net
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This year we will again be collecting school supplies for Lutheran World Relief school 

bags.   

 

For each school bag we need the following supplies: 

¶ 4ð70 sheet notebooks 

¶ 1ðruler: inches/centimeter 

¶ 1ðpencil sharpener 

¶ 1 pairðblunt end scissors 

¶ 5ðunsharpened pencils 

¶ 5ðblack or blue ink ballpoint pens 

¶ 1ðbox 24 crayons 

¶ 1ð2 1/2ò eraser 

 

A collection container will be available at the back of the church Monday thru Thursday. 

Cash donations may be dropped off at the office. 

 

Any donation will be greatly appreciated!   
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From the desk of Kellee Petik, Development Director, Luther Park Bible Camp: 

 

Hi there, 

I hope you are enjoying summer.  Well, the most that you are able to! 

Here is the link for our August camp newsletter:  https://conta.cc/3jLsUCg. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Luther Park during these times, we truly appreciate your partnership!! 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Here-s-a-camp-update-.html?soid=1112120086313&aid=PzCJ58d3qgI
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Rubyôs Pantry Food Distribution 

Saturday, August 8th 7:30ð10 a.m. 

 

Will be held at the Elk Mound High School parking lot (405 University Ave., Elk Mound, 

WI).  We are looking for volunteers to assist with this distribution.  If you havenôt 

volunteered yet in 2020, you need to register as a volunteer at:  https://

www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer. 

 

What does it take to get food at this distribution?  No paper registration, only a $20 cash 

donation is needed for 1 share of food, and more than one share can be purchased. 

 

It is necessary to have cleared space in the trunk of your vehicle so volunteers can easily 

place the food in your vehicle. 

2020 Virtual 
Garden Tour is 
now available 
online!   

The big day has finally arrived for the debut 
of Stepping Stones' first-ever free virtual garden tour!  
 
No tickets are being sold, but a donation ï as viewers are 
able ï will be very much appreciated to help fund Stepping 
Stones' mission of providing food, shelter and support to those in 
need. If youôd like to make an online donation, please Click Here 
or mail your donation to: Stepping Stones, 1602 Stout Rd., 
Menomonie, WI  54751 

Choose from Facebook or Vimeo (which is like YouTube) to view 
five resplendent local gardens complete with commentary and 
without leaving the comfort your lawn chair, hammock, recliner 
or couch. The links can be found here:  

www.steppingstonesdc.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

'Empty Bowls' now on sale at 

Menomonie Farmers Market  
Empty Bowlsô bowls, quilts & afghans are currently 
being sold at a Stepping Stonesô booth at the Farmers 
Market at Wilson Park while supplies last.  Remaining 
dates are Saturday, July 25 and Aug. 1, 8 am.-1 p.m. 
as well as Wednesday, July 29, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.  Bowls are $10 each while quilts and afghans are 
priced as marked.  
 
As we try to find creative ways to do fundraising during 
these challenging times, weôre SO grateful for the 
faithful support of our caring community.     

https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer.
https://www.rubyspantry.org/become-volunteer.
https://steppingstonesdc.missionsconnex.com/onlinedonations
http://www.steppingstonesdc.org/

