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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany          February 5, 2023          9am Service 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 

 Welcome to worship! Welcome to all those joining us via our Live Stream, and via our 

Radio broadcast. Our radio broadcast is sponsored this morning in honor of Nancy 

Bjornson’s 99th birthday by her children, Teresa, Wendy and Jon. 

 The beautiful plant adorning our chancel area this morning is also given in honor of 

Nancy’s birthday. 

 Welcome to our OSL Choir who will be sharing special music this morning. 

 If you are joining us from home, I invite you to gather some bread and wine/juice so you 

can join us in celebrating Holy Communion this morning. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  

And also with you.   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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Let us pray: 

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your 

Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING             Isaiah 58:1-12 

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the 

ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine 

fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and 

clothing the naked. A reading from Isaiah, chapter 58: 
 

 1Shout out, do not hold back! 

  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

 Announce to my people their rebellion, 

  to the house of Jacob their sins. 

 2Yet day after day they seek me 

  and delight to know my ways, 

 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

 they ask of me righteous judgments, 

  they delight to draw near to God. 

 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 

  and oppress all your workers. 

 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

  and to strike with a wicked fist. 

 Such fasting as you do today 

  will not make your voice heard on high. 

 5Is such the fast that I choose, 

  a day to humble oneself? 

 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 

  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

 Will you call this a fast, 

  a day acceptable to the LORD? 
 

 6Is not this the fast that I choose: 

  to loose the bonds of injustice, 

  to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

 to let the oppressed go free, 

  and to break every yoke? 

 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

 when you see the naked, to cover them, 

  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
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 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

 your vindicator shall go before you, 

  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

 9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

    If you remove the yoke from among you, 

  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

 10if you offer your food to the hungry 

  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

 then your light shall rise in the darkness 

  and your gloom be like the noonday. 

 11The LORD will guide you continually, 

  and satisfy your needs in parched places, 

  and make your bones strong; 

 and you shall be like a watered garden, 

  like a spring of water, 

  whose waters never fail. 

 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

  the restorer of streets to live in. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL              Matthew 5:13-20 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the light 

of the world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments. 
 

The holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a 
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lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In 

the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 

glory to your Father in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but 

to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a 

letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least 

of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of 

heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 

heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 

never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON              Pastor Heather Wigdahl 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      We Are Called     (720) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

God of light, call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and action. Give the 

church everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have through our history tolerated injustice, 

through systemic racism, church sanctioned colonialism, and church protection of sexual abusers. 

Merciful God,  

receive our prayer. 
 

God of wonder, inspire in us awe at creation, from the light of dawn to the beauty of the dark night. 

Sustain the unseen depths of the ocean to the plants and animals we know well. Bring healing to 

lands and communities experiencing natural disasters.  

Merciful God,  

receive our prayer. 
 

God of wisdom, instruct the powerful in your humble and holy ways. Provide upright leadership in 

business and industry, that workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire voters and raise 

up politicians to heed your call for nations to practice righteousness.  

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

God of justice, loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless quarrels, put an end 

to hunger, and break every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse in their homes or violence 

in their communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way, especially we pray for Don Kuether, Audrey 

Beguhn, Judy Zastrow, Betsy Ciccarelli, Cindy Paulson, Connie Larson and Annette Weiss; give 

comfort to those who mourn especially Dan & Shari Homstad and family in their loss, Dan & Bev 

Buss and family on the death of Dan’s sister, Diane McLeod, and Jazmyn Albrecht and family in 

their loss of her friend, Alvin Zastrow.  

Merciful God,  
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receive our prayer. 
 

God of compassion, shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in your 

commandments, that we are generous with those in need. Make us steadfast in our trust in you, ready 

with tangible mercy and compassion for our neighbors.  

Merciful God,  

receive our prayer. 
 

God of grace, the cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and death. We praise you for all 

whose unshaken faith in Christ shines forth in their witness, especially Diane and Alvin.  Keep them 

in our remembrance and bring us with them into the kingdom of heaven. 

Merciful God,  

receive our prayer. 
 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 

crucified.  

Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also with you. 

 
BRIEFING THE MINISTERS 

 Annual Meeting next Sunday at 10:15am in the sanctuary! 

 

MEAL 
 

OFFERING              Walk in Light        OSL Choir and Lydia Miller, violin 

 

OFFERTORY 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray, 

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive these 

offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of 

your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PROPER PREFACE 

 

 
Epiphany 

 Who is your light made manifest to áll the nations 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
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Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION         

Lamb of God 
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Christ, Be Our Light    (715)

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 
 

Refrain 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice.  Refrain 
 

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed.  Refrain 
 

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

walls made of living stone.  Refrain 
 

5 Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 
 

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957. Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. 

Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light     (815)

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

 I want to follow Jesus. 

 God set the stars to give light to the world. 

 The star of my life is Jesus. 
 

Refrain 

 In him there is no darkness at all. 

 The night and the day are both alike. 

 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

 Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. 

 I want to look at Jesus. 

 Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my 

path, 

 and show me the way to the Father.  

Refrain 
 

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ. 

 I want to be with Jesus. 

 When we have run with patience the race, 

 we shall know the joy of Jesus.  Refrain 
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934. Text © 1970, 1975 

Celebration. Duplication in any form prohibited without 

permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
 

Let us pray, 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. Renew 

our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
BENEDICTION 

 
 

SENDING HYMN    

To Be Your Presence   (546  vs. 1, 2, 40)

1 To be your presence is our mission here, 

to show compassion's face and list'ning ear, 

to be your heart of mercy ever near, 

alleluia! 
 

2 To be your presence is our mission bold, 

to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold, 

to be your hands of justice, right uphold, 

alleluia! 
 

3 To be your presence is our mission blest, 

to speak for all the broken and oppressed, 

to be your voice of hope, your love 

expressed, 

alleluia! 

  

4 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands 

and voice, 

to serve your people is our call and choice, 

and in this mission we, the church, rejoice,  

alleluia! 
 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939. Text © 2000 GIA Publications, 

Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Duplication 

in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from 

copyright administrator. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
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Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Don Kuether; Reggie Anderson;  

Audrey Beguhn;  Ken Breckner;  

Judy Zastrow (friend of Jazmyn Albrecht); 

Cindy Paulson;  Connie Larson;  

Annette Weiss;  Betsy Ciccarelli  

(Sheri Homstad’s daughter-in-law). 

IN SYMPATHY 

Dan & Shari Homstad and family in their 

loss; 

Dan & Bev Buss and family on the loss of 

Dan’s sister, Diane McLeod; 

Jazmyn Albrecht and family on the loss of 

her friend, Alvin Zastrow. 

IN THANKSGIVING 

  

Patrick & Jacqueline Bencke,  

missionaries in Japan 

Kasungu Central, Our Malawi Sister Parish 

 

 

 

  

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

  Mar-Dec December 

Income $320,521.38  $59,887.42  

Expenses $308,617.14  $28,203.63  

Over/short $11,904.24  $31,683.79  

To support the work and ministry 

of OSL: 

  

  

-OR- 

 

Use the QR 

code for 

giving 

  

 

GIVE ONLINE 

February 12, 2023 

10:15am 
Sanctuary 

https://oslme.com/give-online
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CALENDAR EVENTS 

Feb. 5, Sun Worship 9am 

  Sunday School, 10:15am 

  Coffee Fellowship, 10:15am 

Feb. 7, Tues Forward With Christ meeting (via 

zoom), 5:30pm 

Feb. 8, Wed Confirmation, 6pm 

  Youth Choir rehearsal, 6pm 

  Choir rehearsal, 6:30pm 

Feb. 9, Thurs Scouts Banquet, 6:30pm 

Feb. 12, Sun Annual Meeting, 10:15am 

  NO Sunday School 

 

 

The Radio Broadcast today is in honor of Nancy 
Bjornson’s 99th birthday today.  Sponsored by her 
children, Teresa, Wendy and Jon. 

We are still accepting 2023 Pledge Cards. Place 
in offering plate or bring to office. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
DO YOU ENJOY SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE FELLOWSHIP?  Please consider bringing a treat to be 
shared with your church family on Sunday.  Signup sheet is on the counter in the Friendship room.  
Thank you! 
  
WANTED:  Monday morning Quilters are in desperate need of new or used, flat or fitted sheets of any 
size or color/print.  In addition, scraps of cotton material (large or small) are needed for making quilts.  
Any donations can be dropped off at the church office.  Thanks in advance, Monday Quilters. 
  
BUDGET BLITZ—we are over half way to our Budget Blitz goal!  We raised $14,300 to date!  Please 
note Budget Blitz in memo line. 


