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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost      August 10, 2025          9:00am Service 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE         Andante   Ruth Ann Ledgerwood 
 

WELCOME 

• Welcome to worship! Welcome to all those joining us via our Live Stream, welcome to those 

joining us through our Listen to Church service.    

• Welcome and thank you to Ruthann Ledgerwood who is filling in for Michaela as she takes 

some time away. 

• If you are joining us from home, I invite you to gather some bread and wine/juice so you can join 

us in celebrating Holy Communion this morning.  

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us 

give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

L: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 

Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  

C: Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.  

 

L: Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  

C: At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  

 

L: By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise 

and servants of all. 

C: We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

 

L: and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.  

C: Shower us with your Spirit,  

 

L: and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

PUBLIC RECOGNITION OF BAPTSIM---Claire Noelle Miller 

P: On this past Wednesday, Claire Noelle Miller was baptized with water in the name of the Father 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. She was surrounded by her parents, sponsors, and 

grandparents who promised to support, nurture, and pray for her.  Today I ask you, People of God, 

do you also promise to support Claire and pray for her in her new life in Christ? 

C: We do.    
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P: Let us pray, 

We give you thanks, O God, that by your Holy Spirit and the power of your living Word, Claire, has 

been washed in the waters of baptism and given new life.  All glory and praise to you, Almighty 

Father, through Christ Jesus by your Holy Spirit, in your church without end.  Amen.   

 

Present blanket and acknowledge gift of baptismal box 

P: With great joy I present to you, the newest member of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Claire 

Noelle Miller. 

 

GATHERING HYMN       

Have No Fear, Little Flock     (764)

1 Have no fear, little flock; 

 have no fear, little flock, 

 for the Father has chosen 

 to give you the kingdom; 

 have no fear, little flock! 

 

2 Have good cheer, little flock; 

 have good cheer, little flock, 

 for the Father will keep you 

 in his love forever; 

 have good cheer, little flock! 

 

3 Praise the Lord high above; 

 praise the Lord high above, 

 for he stoops down to heal you, 

 uplift and restore you; 

 praise the Lord high above! 

 

4 Thankful hearts raise to God; 

 thankful hearts raise to God, 

 for he stays close beside you, 

 in all things works with you; 

 thankful hearts raise to God! 

 
Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jilson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4 
Text © 1973 Concordia Publishing House 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.   

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray,  

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our hearts to 

the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

WORD 
FIRST READING              Genesis 15:1-6 

God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that his 

descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise.  A reading from 

Genesis.   
1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am 

your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give 

me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, 
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“You have given me no offspring, so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the word of 

the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be 

your heir.” 5 He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are 

able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed 

the LORD, and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.   

 

PSALMODY             Psalm 33:12-22 

Our Psalmody this morning is taken from Psalm 33. 

 

 12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! 

  Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage! 

 13 The LORD looks down from heaven, 

  and sees all humankind. 

 14 God sits firmly enthroned and watches 

  all who dwell on the earth. 

 15 God fashions all their hearts 

  and observes all their deeds.  

 16 A king is not saved by the size of the army, 

  nor are warriors rescued by their great strength. 

 17 The horse gives vain hope for victory; 

  despite its great strength it cannot save. 

 18 Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, 

  upon those who wait for you steadfast love, 

 19 to deliver their lives from death, 

  and to keep them alive in time of famine.  

 20 Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, 

  our helper and our shield. 

 21 Surely, our heart rejoices in you, 

  for in your holy name we put our trust. 

 22 Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, 

  even as we place our hope in you.  

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL              Luke 12:32-40 

The holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an 

unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

  35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are waiting for their master 

to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and 

knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he 

will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes 

during the middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

  39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 

would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 

at an hour you do not expect.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON               Pastor Sarah Miller 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY       

Ask the Complicated Questions       (ACS 1005)

1 Ask the complicated questions. 

 Do not fear to be found out; 

 for our God makes strong our 

weakness, 

 forging faith in fires of doubt. 

 

2 Seek the disconcerting answers, 

 follow where the Spirit blows; 

 test competing truths for wisdom, 

 for in tension new life grows. 

 

3 Knock on doors of new ideas, 

 test assumptions long grown stale, 

 for Christ calls from shores of wonder, 

 daring us to try and fail. 

 

4 For in struggle we discover 

 truth both simple and profound; 
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 in the knocking, asking, seeking,  we are opened, answered, found. 
 
Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984 
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the triune God using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried; 

     he descended to the dead. 

     On the third day he rose again; 

     he ascended into heaven, 

     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for the 

needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 

 

Keep the heart of your church set firmly in you so that, with lamps lit and attentive to Christ’s call at 

any time or place, your people are ready to respond with faithful action for the sake of the world.  

Pour out your Spirit of wisdom and grace upon the newly elected presiding bishop of the ELCA 

Yehiel Curry and the newly elected secretary Rev. Cecee Mills that they may lead the church into 

your promised future.   

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Worlds were prepared by your word. Speak healing and protection upon the earth, especially where 

life and habitats are threatened. Guide the work of astronomers and all who teach us about the stars 

and galaxies. 

God of grace, 
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hear our prayer. 

You know the actions and deeds of the nations. Turn humanity away from instruments of war and 

violence. Fashion the hearts of world leaders to work for peace. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Let your lovingkindness be on those in need especially Jerry Hughes, Deb Johnson, Jan Krueger, 

Johnny Foster, Char Ovren and Erica Peterson. Assure all who are afraid or experiencing great uncertainty that 

your promises are sure. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Calm the fears of migrants and refugees who set out, not knowing where they go. Provide shelter, 

sustenance, protection from harm, and welcome. Bless the work of Lutheran Immigration and 

Refugee Service and other means of support and advocacy. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

We praise you for the gift of baptism.  Breathe your Spirit into all the baptized especially Claire, that 

we may more fully know your love and grace.  Strengthen our faith and give us courage to live 

boldly as your people for the sake of others.  

God of grace, 

hear our prayer.  

We celebrate the ancestors in the faith who built their lives on your promises and died having seen 

them only from a distance. Sustain us in our hope of things not seen. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

SHARING THE PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

BRIEFING THE MINISTERS 

MEAL 
OFFERING         Lord, I Want to be a Christian RuthAnn Ledgerwood 

OFFERTORY      

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service    (712 vs. 1) 

1 Lord, whose love in humble service 

bore the weight of human need, 
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 who upon the cross, forsaken, 

 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 

 we, your servants, bring the worship 

 not of voice alone, but heart; 

 consecrating to your purpose 

 ev'ry gift which you impart. 
 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984 
Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.  

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray,  

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen 

us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
PROPER PREFACE 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love, you sent to 

us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  Pour 

out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all honor and 

glory now and forever.  Amen.   

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION         

Lamb of God 

 
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing     (807)

1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 

 tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

 streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

 call for songs of loudest praise. 

 While the hope of endless glory 

 fills my heart with joy and love, 

 teach me ever to adore thee; 

 may I still thy goodness prove. 

 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer: 

 "Hither by thy help I've come"; 

 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

 safely to arrive at home. 

 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

 wand'ring from the fold of God; 

 he, to rescue me from danger, 

 interposed his precious blood. 

 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

 daily I'm constrained to be; 

 let that grace now like a fetter 

 bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 

 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 

 prone to leave the God I love. 

 Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 

 seal it for thy courts above. 

 

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt. 
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All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly     (461)

1 All who hunger gather gladly;  

holy manna is our bread. 

Come from wilderness and wand'ring.  

Here in truth we will be fed. 

You that yearn for days of fullness, 

all around us is our food. 

Taste and see the grace eternal. 

Taste and see that God is good. 

 

2 All who hunger, never strangers;  

seeker, be a welcome guest. 

Come from restlessness and roaming. 

Here in joy we keep the feast. 

We that once were lost and scattered 

in communion's love have stood. 

Taste and see the grace eternal. 

Taste and see that God is good. 

 

3 All who hunger, sing together, 

Jesus Christ is living bread. 

Come from loneliness and longing. 

Here in peace we have been fed. 

Blest are those who from this table 

live their days in gratitude. 

Taste and see the grace eternal. 

Taste and see that God is good. 
 
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen.  

 

Let us pray, 

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out by 

your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
BENEDICTION 

The love of God abound in you; 

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN        

Go, My Children, with My Blessing     (543)

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, 

never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you 

are my own. 

 In my love’s baptismal river 

 I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing, 

you are my own.” 

 

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at 

peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love 

you, what I can cure. 

 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 

 here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at 

peace and pure.” 

 

http://www.giamusic.com/
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3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, 

closer to me. 

Grow in love and love by serving, 

joyful and free. 

 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 

 here my tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, 

joyful and free.” 
 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. 
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE          Thine Be the Glory   RuthAnn Ledgerwood 
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