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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost             August 31, 2025              9:00am 

Service 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 

• Welcome to worship! Welcome to all those joining us via our Live Stream, welcome to 

those joining us through our Listen to Church service.    

• If you are joining us from home, I invite you to gather some bread and wine/juice so you 

can join us in celebrating Holy Communion this morning.  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 

you free us to love others, 

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 

You surround us with patience, kindness, 

and generosity, 

but we grow weary in doing what is right. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Do not give up on us. 

Heal us, break our bonds, 

and show us the path of life. 

Amen. 

You belong to Christ Jesus 

and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN     Gather Us In    (532) 
 

1 Here in this place the new light is 

streaming, 

 now is the darkness vanished away; 

 see in this space our fears and our 

dreamings 

 brought here to you in the light of this day. 

 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 

 gather us in, the blind and the lame; 



 

Page 2 of 13 
 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost             August 31, 2025              9:00am 

Service 
 call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 

 we are the old who yearn for your face; 

 we have been sung throughout all of 

hist'ry, 

 called to be light to the whole human race. 

 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 

 gather us in, the proud and the strong; 

 give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 

 give us the courage to enter the song. 

 

3 Here we will take the wine and the water, 

 here we will take the bread of new birth, 

 here you shall call your sons and your 

daughters, 

 call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

 Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 

 give us to eat the bread that is you; 

 nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 

 lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 

 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Text © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 

   
 

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  

And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE                  Glory to God 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Let us pray…O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give 

us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

WORD 
PSALMODY Psalm 112 

Our Psalm this morning is Psalm 112.  We read together responsively by whole verse. 

1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD 

and have great delight in God’s commandments! 
2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 

the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, 

and their righteousness will last forever. 
4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 

the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 
5 It is good for them to be generous in lending 

and to manage their affairs with justice. 
6 For they will never be shaken; 

the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 

their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 
8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, 

until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; 

 they will hold up their head with honor. 
10 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; 

the desires of the wicked will perish. 

Word of God.  Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God.  

SECOND READING       Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of a holy life, all of 

which are shaped by God’s love toward us in Jesus Christ.  A reading from Hebrew.   

1 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that 

some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though 

you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being 

tortured. 4 Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God 

will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money, and 

be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 6 So 

we can say with confidence,  

“The Lord is my helper; 

 I will not be afraid. 
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What can anyone do to me?” 

  7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their 

way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
15 Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 

confess his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 

pleasing to God. 

Word of God.  Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL                Luke 14:1, 7-14  

Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the opportunity to teach his 

hearers to choose humility rather than self-exaltation. Jesus also makes an appeal for hosts to 

imitate God’s gracious hospitality to those in need. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord 

1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the 

Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

  7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8 “When you 

are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone 

more distinguished than you has been invited by your host, 9 and the host who invited both of you 

may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take 

the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your 

host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence 

of all who sit at the table with you. 11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 

humble themselves will be exalted.” 

  12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 

invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may 

invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed because they cannot repay you, for you 

will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
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The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON        “A New Seating Chart” Pastor Keith Ruehlow 

HYMN OF THE DAY  As We Gather at Your Table    (522) 

1 As we gather at your table, 

as we listen to your word, 

help us know, O God, your presence; 

let our hearts and minds be stirred. 

Nourish us with sacred story  

till we claim it as our own; 

teach us through this holy banquet  

how to make Love's vict'ry known. 

2 Turn our worship into witness 

in the sacrament of life; 

send us forth to love and serve you,  

bringing peace where there is strife. 

Give us, Christ, your great compassion 

to forgive as you forgave; 

may we still behold your image 

in the world you died to save. 

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon  

other guests to share that feast 

where triumphant Love will welcome 

those who had been last and least. 

There no more will envy blind us  

nor will pride our peace destroy, 

as we join with saints and angels  

to repeat the sounding joy. 

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

Together let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near. 

A brief silence. 

For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors, Sunday school teachers, and 

Christian education directors with a passion for speaking the word of God. Equip all the baptized to 

share your word of grace.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

For the well-being of creation, we pray. Sustain farm workers and all who labor in fields and 

vineyards to grow the food we eat. Revive plains and pastures, and provide for the cattle and 

creatures who rely on the land for their sustenance.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

For the leaders of towns, cities, provinces, states, and nations, we pray. Guide them to enact 

equitable laws and policies for all. On this Labor Day weekend, make us mindful of workers whose 

labor often goes unnoticed.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the needs of vulnerable communities, 

those who are unemployed, burdened by debt, or struggle to make ends meet. Accompany all who 

need reassurance of your loving presence especially Virgil Aakre, Jan Krueger, Johnny Foster, and 

Erica Peterson.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

For the victims of the school shooting in Minneapolis, we pray.  Lord Jesus, your own mother’s 

heart was pierced with grief as she looked on as your life ended in violence.  Now, our hearts are 

again pierced with grief and anger at the senseless violence that has unfolded at Annunciation 

Catholic School.  We commend to your wounded hands those who have died, their loved ones, and 

the whole community as they mourn.  We pray for all who have suffered from gun violence.  With 

your might, empower us to change this broken world and to advocate for a stable society.  Help us to 

trust that your love is stronger than death.   

Hear us, O God.         

Your mercy is great.   

For the hospitality ministries of this congregation, we pray. Give ushers and greeters a spirit of 

welcome for visitors, and bless the work of those who feed and nourish us.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks. With them, we offer our sacrifice of 

praise to you, O God, the same yesterday and today and forever.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always receives 

them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. 

Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

BRIEFING THE MINISTERS 

MEAL 

OFFERING     

OFFERTORY               Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service    (712) 
1 Lord, whose love in humble service 

bore the weight of human need, 

who upon the cross, forsaken, 

worked your mercy's perfect deed: 

we, your servants, bring the worship 

not of voice alone, but heart; 

consecrating to your purpose 

ev'ry gift which you impart. 

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984 

Text © 1961 Oxford University Press. 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.  Strengthen 

us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent to 

us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly 

food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION       Lamb of God 
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        Now We Join in Celebration  (462) 

1 Now we join in celebration 

 at our Savior's invitation, 

 dressed no more in spirit somber, 

 clothed instead in joy and wonder; 

 for the Lord of all existence, 

 putting off divine transcendence, 

 stoops again in love to meet us, 

 with his very life to feed us. 

 

2 Lord, as round this feast we gather, 

 fill our hearts with holy rapture! 

 For this bread and cup of blessing 

 are for us the sure possessing 

 of your loving deed on Calv'ry, 

 of your living self, our vict'ry, 

 pledge of your unfailing presence, 

 foretaste here of heav'nly gladness. 

 

3 Lord, we share in this communion 

 as one fam'ly of God's children, 

 reconciled through you, our brother, 

 one in you with God our Father. 

 Give us grace to live for others, 

 serving all, both friends and strangers, 

 seeking justice, love, and mercy 

 till you come in final glory. 
 
Text: Joel W. Lundeen 
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

All Are Welcome    (641) 

1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 

how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 

Refrain 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

 

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,  
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and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek 

to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God's grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  

Refrain 

 

3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees 

us:  Refrain 

 

4 Let us build a house where hands will 

reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger:  

Refrain 

 

5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and 

claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  

Refrain 

 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.  
 

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out by 

your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

 

SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION 

The love of God abound in you; 

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN         Light Dawns on a Weary World    (726) 

1 Light dawns on a weary world 

when eyes begin to see 

all people's dignity. 

Light dawns on a weary world: 

the promised day of justice comes. 

 

Refrain 

The trees shall clap their hands; 

the dry lands, gush with springs; 

the hills and mountains shall break forth 

with singing! 

We shall go out in joy, 

and be led forth in peace, 

as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 

http://www.giamusic.com/
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2 Love grows in a weary world 

when hungry hearts find bread 

and children's dreams are fed. 

Love grows in a weary world: 

the promised feast of plenty comes.  

Refrain 

 

3 Hope blooms in a weary world 

when creatures, once forlorn, 

find wilderness reborn. 

Hope blooms in a weary world: 

the promised green of Eden comes.  

Refrain 

 
Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953 

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by 
permissi 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

  Mar - July July 

Income $154,953.24 $32,399.50 

Expenses $129,522.36 $23,027.13 

Over/short $25,430.88 $9,372.37 

Use the  

QR code  

for giving: 
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