We are excited for all of our ministries to get underway and for a chance to reconnect with all of you. As the
program year gets started, I want to highlight a change to our worship schedule and a couple of fun events that we
have planned for September.
As we move into the fall, we are making a change to our worship schedule. On Sunday mornings we’ll gather for
one worship service at 9am. While we know this will bring a change to your Sunday morning traditions, we are
excited for the opportunity to worship all together at one service. We are also excited about the opportunities for
youth and adult education as well as congregation-wide events that can take place after worship that this new
schedule creates.
Our fall program year officially gets underway on Rally Sunday, September 11, 2022. We’ll gather for worship and
then be dismissed for a day of service. This year we are once again partnering with the Rotary Club of Menomonie
to host a Food Packing event. We are hoping to pack 20,000 meals on that day over the course of two shifts: 10:30noon and noon-1:30pm. Click here to sign-up. So grab your God’s Work Our Hands t-shirt and join us for a day of
worship and service. If you can’t pack food, consider making a financial donation to help offset the cost of the
meals. Make checks payable to OSL and put ‘food packing’ in the memo line.
On September 18th following worship join us for a time of fellowship: a bike ride around Lake Menomin, or a short
walk around the church neighborhood or a game of bingo in the Friendship Room. Afterwards, we’ll have a picnic
lunch together. Various ministries of OSL will have tables set up so you can learn all about the things going on here
at OSL and how you can get involved.
You’ll find a lot more details about all that’s happening here at Our Savior’s inside these pages, so keep reading!
Key September Dates
Sunday, September 11th – Rally Sunday worship at 9am and blessing of the backpacks for students and educators;
Rotary Feeds Food Packing Event 10:30am-1:30pm
Wednesday, September 14th – Confirmation orientation for parents and confirmands; 6pm in sanctuary
Sunday, September 18th – worship at 9am and 3 year old Bible presentation; Congregation activities, picnic and
ministry fair to follow worship
Sunday, September 25th – worship at 9am and blessing of the LWR quilts and kits; Sunday school starts (10:1511:00am)
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Matthew 13:32 : “It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
This passage beautifully illustrates an image of something so small growing into a vibrant network and support
system. This, in many ways is symbolic of your Synod Endowment Fund. Since its planting in 2001, the Fund has
continued to sprout new branches and has supported dozens of ministries by:
1. Encouraging whole life stewardship
2. Strengthening and resourcing the ministry of the synod and
3. Enhancing the ministry of the synod in addition to, and apart from, its yearly operating budget, with
emphasis on, but not limited to:
* Strengthening congregational vitality
* Developing ministry for the next generation and
* Equipping and supporting new leaders through seminary debt assistance, training,
and lay leader development
Since inception, the fund has grown to almost a half million dollars and has gifted over two hundred and fifty
thousand dollars. In the last five years, the Endowment Fund has made gifts to ministries totaling over $200,000
with $81,000 of that total given toward Seminary debt assistance.
This year alone, the Endowment Fund gifted over $47,000 to various congregations and ministries with almost
$20,000 of that total going to Seminary debt assistance. As you can see, the Endowment Fund has been actively
supporting ministries throughout the church by not only speaking of God’s Love but putting that Love into action.
At this years’ April Synod Assembly, the Endowment Fund launched a two-year campaign to raise awareness of the
Endowment Fund and to grow the Fund so that the work of the church and its ministries can continue to be
supported and enriched. The theme for this campaign is: “Strengthening Ministry – Today, Tomorrow, Together”
with an emphasis on:
• equipping and supporting leaders (seminary debt assistance and training lay leaders)
• strengthening congregational vitality
• developing ministry for the next generation
The goal over the next two years is to increase the endowment fund by $125,000 and to generate future
commitments of an additional $150,000. The Endowment Fund is committed today and into the future to assist and
support churches, ministries, and seminarians with their ministry journeys. Therefore, the Endowment Fund is
asking for your partnership through a gift to help ministries of the church in their journey. Gifts may be
cash or an optional future financial commitment. Whether you have much to give or a small amount to share,
leaving a gift through the Today, Tomorrow, Together campaign will have long lasting impact. Together we are
responding to the story of God’s generosity in the world.
The Endowment Fund is only able to do all this great work because of people just like you who chose to make a gift
to the Synod Endowment Fund. Because of your generosity, incredible stories are unfolding, and lives are being
touched. It is truly God’s Work, Our Hands.
For more information or to make a gift, please contact the Synod Office or visit the Synod Website at:
http://nwswi.org/giving
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

The image in Matthew 13:32 gives us a promise of new growth, strength, and support. We know that the church in
ten years will look far different than it does today. We know that we need to do more to support those changes within
ministries and prepare church leaders for the future. Because of your generosity, the smallest of seeds can become
the strongest of trees. Thank you for your continued support of the Northwest Synod Mission Endowment Fund.

Elizabeth Bartsch

Assistant to the Bishop-Administration
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin
944 24 ¼ Street, Suite 2
Chetek.WI.54728
Cell: 715.914.9253
Office: 715.859.6810
Email: lbartsch@nwswi.org
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Start off the morning with worship at 9am and then join us for a time of
food, fellowship, and fun! After worship pick an activity and then enjoy
some food and learn how to get connected here at OSL.
BIKE RIDE—Dust off those bikes and fill up the tires
for a bike ride around Lake Menomin. We’ll meet in
the parking lot after worship and head out for a loop
around the lake.

WALKING—Get out your walking shoes and head
out for a walk around the neighborhood. We’ll meet
in the parking lot after worship and then head out.

BINGO—Want to try your luck? Come to the
Friendship Room after worship for some bingo and a
chance to win a few prizes.

ALL CONGREGATION PICNIC— after you are
back from your walk, bike ride, or finished with
bingo, stop by the Friendship Room for a picnic
lunch: hotdogs, carrots, fruit and dessert are on the
menu.

MINISTRY FAIR—Throughout the day, tables will
be set up in the Friendship Room with information
about the various ministries and groups here at OSL.
Stop by to learn more about all the good work we are
doing and how you can get involved.
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‘YOUR’ OSL Library
Your church library is multi-faceted. It is a teaching tool, important for the individual member in their study, classes
in their quest for knowledge, and the congregation at large in their faith journey. The library supports the mission of
the church as well as the growth of individual members’ faith.
In addition, a fiction section gives access to leisure-time books, not necessarily geared for specific studies, but just to
pass enjoyable spare hours.
OSL’s library is open to everyone. Stop in anytime the building is open and peruse what we have to offer.
Questions? Contact the librarian, Bonnie.
Happy reading!

Bonnie Nelson
Librarian,
Contact: librarian@oslme.com or bjnelson7@gmail.com.

OSL’s Music Ministry is gearing up for an eventful fall wor ship schedule! There are
many opportunities to participate in a variety of ways whether you are a vocalist or
instrumentalist!
OSL CHOIR ~ OSL’s adult choir will resume weekly rehearsals beginning September 14th at 6:30 PM! This year
we are extending our invitation to all high school youth to join in the singing!
OSL BELL CHOIR ~ OSL’s Bell Choir, directed by Merlyn Aude, will resume rehearsals on select weeks
throughout the year. If you are interested, please contact Michaela or Merlyn to be added to the e-mail list.
OSL BRASS ~ OSL’s Brass Group will be playing on select festival Sunday’s throughout the church year. If you
are a brass player, consider joining us!
OSL YOUTH CHOIR ~ OSL’s youth choir, led by Emily Hanson, will resume rehearsals on select weeks
throughout the year. This group includes kids entering K-6th grade. Please reach out to Emily with any questions or
to be added to the e-mail list.
OSL PRAISE BAND ~ OSL’s Praise Band, led by Ted Bensen, leads our contemporary worship beginning again
this fall. If you are interested, please contact Ted or Michaela.
Blessings,
Michaela Gifford
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Sunday, Sept. 11th
During 9am Worship
Students and Educators...bring your
Backpacks and school bags to church for
a blessing and receive a blessed tag to
place on your backpack so you will always
know your church family loves you and is
praying for you this school year...
Don’t miss out on getting Blessed!

Calling all 3 yr olds!

Sunday Sept. 18th During Worship
If you turn 3 by Sept. 1st you’ve reached a
milestone here at OSL. You receive your very
own Whirl Story Bible where you can read all
about God’s amazing works in story form in
anticipation of joining Sunday School the next
year as a Pre-K student. Contact
Denise@oslme.com if you will be attending so
she can have your bible ready for you!
(or schedule a later pickup)
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Attention Parents of Pre-K through 6th Graders

Sunday School Registration Forms can be turned in or mailed to the office or presented in person
on Sept. 18th. Please fill out a form for your entire family and turn it in with the suggested fees.
Sunday School will officially start on Sunday, Sept. 25th, following worship, at 10:15 and end at
11am.
Here is the link to the form on our OSLME.com website:
Sunday School Registration Form
Please print off a form at home or pick one up at church under the skylights or in the office.
See you soon!

We are still in NEED of Sunday school
teachers/helpers/subs! If you feel called to
help grow our children’s ministry here at
OSL, contact
Denise@oslme.com
to sign up or to answer any questions you may
have.

All 7th and 8th graders are invited to join us for confirmation on Wednesday
nights from 6:00-7:15pm in the Friendship Room.
This year we will be getting to know the Bible. Together as a large group we’ll
explore the Bible’s stories of faith and spend time in prayer and service together.
In our small groups, we’ll get to know each other and build friendships all while
having some fun along the way.
Confirmation will begin with an orientation meeting for BOTH parents and
students on Wednesday September 14th in the sanctuary at 6pm.
You can find the registration form on the Confirmation page of our website or in
the church office.
Want to learn more about our program? Contact Pr. Sarah.
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SUN September 25
Friendship Room,
during coffee hour

NOTE: you can also arrange for your blood pressure to be
checked during the week by your parish nurses—on
Tuesdays or by appointment. Call the church office.

Free Strong Bodies Classes (Virtual)
Tues/Thurs Sept 13 - Dec 22
9:00 - 10:00 am
To register, click here
(The Mon/Wed session runs through Sept 28. Sign up will be
open soon; contact becky@oslme.com for information.)

What if You Suspect a Scam?
• Contact non-emergency police department number
• Contact the Federal Trade Commission at www.ftc.gov
• Report mail fraud to USPS at www.uspis.gov
• Obtain legal assistance. Visit www.lsc.gov
• Report the activity to https://www.bbb.org/scamtracker
How do you protect yourself and others?
• Never send money via gift card or wire transfer to someone you have never met face-to-face.
• Avoid clicking on links or opening attachments in unsolicited emails.
• Don’t believe everything you see.
• Double check your online purchase is secure before checking out. “https” and a small picture of a lock. Check
out the company first at BBB.org.
• Never share personally identifiable information with someone who has contacted you unsolicited.
• Resist the pressure to act immediately.
• Use secure and traceable transactions.
• Whenever possible, work with local businesses.
Be cautious about what you share on social media.
Source: UW-Extension
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For Immediate Release
July 25, 2022
Contact: Elizabeth Goodsitt/Jennifer Miller 608-266-1683

Peer Recovery Center Opens in Menomonie

Kaleidoscope Center part of a state-funded network of 11 behavioral health drop-in centers
Wisconsin’s newest drop-in center offering support to adults experiencing mental health concerns is now open in
Menomonie. Kaleidoscope Center is managed by the Wisconsin Milkweed Alliance, which received a $30,000
peer recovery center grant last summer from the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS). Staff are trained
members of the community who have experienced their own mental health concerns. They use their experiences to
help others through stressful situations.
“We’re pleased to partner with Wisconsin Milkweed Alliance to add another location to Wisconsin’s network of
state-funded mental health drop-in centers,” said DHS Secretary-designee Karen Timberlake. “We know that for
many, the peer-to-peer connection offered at places like Kaleidoscope Center is the key for healing and wellness.”
Kaleidoscope Center is located on the lower level of Menomonie City Hall. There is no cost to visit.
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Thank you to all of our members who have contributed their Thrivent Action grant
dollars so far this year! Your donations are keeping our pantry stocked for those in
need in our community. Anyone who would like help to access this Thrivent
benefit, contact Becky through the church office or at becky@oslme.com for help.
Would you like to volunteer to help restock the pantry? Click here to see the
available slots to sign up. We have added more days to help keep the pantry stocked
more consistently. We will also provide guidance if this is your first time.
#1 item Needed: Toilet Paper! We prefer 2-4 packs, but any size is appreciated. Dollar
Tree has the smaller packages and is a good value. We can repackage the larger bulk
packages of TP too! Other paper products needed are facial tissues, diapers and
feminine hygiene products.
We are no longer stocking PAPER TOWELS, due to space in the pantry.
As always, feel free to donate food or personal care items at any time. You can place
items on the shelf in the Friendship room, or directly in the pantry if the building is not
open. You can also donate money to our dedicated fund-OSL Little Free Pantry.
Watch for a pantry update during church services on October 2!
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
July 12, 2022
6:00 OSL Friendship Room
Opening Devotion/Sharing
Call to Order at 6:15
Attending: Pastor Heather, Marni Waznik, Sam Weaver, Rod Smeltzer, Diane Hausler, Becky Scheuffele (guest),
Sarah Place, Jeff Vick
Reports
Pr. Heather
1) I will be meeting with Audio Architects on July 20th to review our plan for the replacement of our sanctuary technology (and possibly
Friendship Room and Fireside Room). I will forward the updated quote to the council when it is complete. To remind you: our previous
quote (to do all stages of the project) was just under $69,000. To attend to the sanctuary only, the quote was $52,000. I would like for
council to form a plan to approach our Donor Advised Fund family to request they donate the amount to complete at least the sanctuary
stage of this project. To date, OSL has raised just under $50,000 for this project!
2) I share much gratitude for Dale Freberg, who continues to manage and troubleshoot our sound system for both in-person and virtual
worship. Our equipment is not dependable and from one week to the next, different issues arise. Dale continues to help us work with our
often-failing system to make it work as best is possible!
3) Annie Solsaa has been volunteering her creative time and energy in managing our social media presence. She is developing a business
model that provides social media design and management for congregations that don’t have staffed positions to manage such content in
intentional, cohesive, and consistent ways. I recommend we consider moving toward compensation in some capacity in the next few
months (a possible MEF grant) with a formal compensation plan or offer in the next budget year, pending, of course, her interest in this
partnership.
5) Pack the Park will take place August 7, 10AM, at Wilson Park.
7) Our ELCA Day of Service (God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday) is scheduled for Sunday, September 11, which is also our Rally Day
Kick Off for fall programming. This year, we will once again (yay!) gather for a food packing event (in partnership with Rotary Feeds)
following a 9AM worship service. We plan for 2 shifts of food packing with online signs ups available later this summer. We also plan
to invite our Menomonie ELCA partner congregations to join us in this effort and day of service celebration.
8) Our Radio Broadcast has returned to a full hour as of July 3. We have learned that only 30 minutes were broadcast on July 10. We
have reached out the radio station to resolve this issue.
9) I had a nice vacation and time away in June with my family. Thank you!
Pr. Sarah
Worship
1. Beginning with the first Sunday in July we switched back to an hour radio broadcast on Sunday mornings.
2. We are working with LCM, Peace Lutheran and Christ Lutheran church to plan for our annual Pack the Park joint worship service.
The Pack the Park Event will be on Sunday August 7th in Wilson Park with worship at 10am. Each of the three congregations will help
to provide leadership and resources for worship. LCM is overseeing all of the details and planning for a bucket raffle and lunch along
with a few games for the kids after worship. Sara Reed, director of LCM will be joining us in worship on July 17th to share more details.
Rotary Feeds
We have confirmed the details for our next Rotary Feeds event. The event will take place on Rally Sunday, September 11th. We’ll gather
for one worship service at 9am, and then begin the packing event. We have set a goal of a tentative goal to pack 20,000 meals. We plan
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

to have two packing shifts: 10:30am-noon and noon-1:30pm. The second shift will pack for an hour and then help with clean-up. Each
shift can accommodate 50 workers.
Pastoral Care
We have hosted a couple of funerals over the past month for members of the congregation. In partnership with our parish nurses we
have also been providing ongoing care and support for a number of folks in the congregation.
Forward with Christ Visioning Team
We have received the initial results of our congregational vitality survey and had an opportunity to discuss them. The team is working to
further digest the information and put together a report that will be shareable with the congregation. The team is also currently
reviewing our communication systems.
Vacation
I will be taking a number of vacation days scattered throughout the month of July to spend time with extended family who are visiting
from out of state.
Worship
Youth and Family
VBS kicks off July 31 and runs through August 4. We are partnering with Christ Lutheran, Peace Lutheran and the United Methodist
Church this year. VBS will be hosted by Christ Lutheran.
Personnel
Property Management
Council voted to approve the parking lot refresh. The parking lot will be resealed in August and will hopefully not need to be resealed
again for five or six years. There is also some peeling plaster and paint in the sacristy that requires a bit of attention.
Mission Endowment
Health Ministry
MOOW
Technology
Financial Report

a.Vote to approve the financial report
i. For May, OSL had $27,508.97 of income and $27,797.26 in expenses, for a net of -$288.29. For the year, we have
ii.
iii.

$115,376.79 of income and $127,338.58 in expenses, for a net of -$11,961.79.
There is $106,848.93 in the Capital Reserve account and $128,806.17 in the dedicated account. Our Checking Account is at
$39,578.31.
Rod motions to approve financials. Diane seconds. Motion passes.

New Business

A. Fall Worship Schedule - Pastor Heather recommends the council approve a change to our fall worship schedule. In light of
worship numbers, volunteer needs, and especially, the opportunity for us to all worship together on a Sunday morning, I suggest we
continue one worship service at 9AM through the fall. We would need to adjust our start time for Sunday School, which I would do in
consultation with Denise Vick and our Children, Youth and Family committee. One service would provide some exciting opportunities for
adult education, small groups, and more intentional fellowship during a full church education hour following worship.
a. Rod motions to remain with one service in the fall. Jeff seconds. Motion passes.
B. Council on Duty sign up and other worship roles
C. Lords Prayer
D. Adjourn
a. Pastor Heather motions to adjourn. Rod seconds. Motion passes at 7:20
E. Next regular Council meeting is August 9, 2022
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Starting soon….
The “AMers Women’s Bible Study meets at 9am
on the first Thursday of every month in the
Friendship Room. Use the parking lot entrance
door.

The next meeting of the A.M.ers will be
September 1, 2022.
For information contact Jan Willow, 715-235-9571

Mark your calendar:
September 21st

The Reading Club meets the third Wednesday of
each month, September to June at 1pm. Like all
good Lutherans, we start with coffee and dessert,
followed by a short business meeting. We also talk
about any good books we have read during the
previous month.
If you are interested in learning more about the
Reading Club, contact President Marie Young at
715-235-4690 or mkyoung4690@gmail.com.

Christ in Our Home Booklet
We have “
” booklets
available in the Friendship Room or stop in the
office to pick one up.
If you would like a copy mailed to you, please call
the office at 715-235-0693 or send an email to
office@oslme.com with your request.

Fair Trade

products are available for
sale in the Friendship
Room.
Coffee $7.00
Cocoa $5.00

We have regular print and a limited number of big
print booklets available. Indicate which size print
you would like.

Radio Broadcast continues to be available on
Sunday mornings at 10:40 AM on WMEQ AM880/106.3FM.
Radio Broadcast

Kademin Joshua Wahlstrom
Baptized: August 28, 2020
Parents:
Joshua & Ashley Wahlstrom

Please give us a call when you are unable to access
a broadcast. We can then contact the radio station
and find out what happened. Thank you!
Questions/concerns: please call the church office at
715.235.0693.
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Though the numbers vary from ten to twenty, all
hands are ready and eager to snip and sew every
Monday morning. When you walk in the door you
see a group assembling quilts, the tops having
been created by workers at home. Once
assembled, the quilt is passed to another crew who
will tie it with colorful yarns—then pass it along
to the seamstress who sews the sides together.
100+ quilts were produced last year and most are
sent to Lutheran World Relief; some are
distributed locally to Stepping Stones.
Another table is devoted to the gals who tear used
sheets into two-inch widths for bandages. These
are sent out to a church member (see last month’s
Scope article) who winds them into rolls and then
they are sent to Global Health Organization in St.
Paul, MN to distribute where needed.
At the third table a clever seamstress sews strips
of fabric together to create receiving blankets for
newborns. At that same table, another seamstress
is busy creating school bags from sturdy fabric for
children who need them. Diapers are made from
used t-shirts for the baby kits.
An assembly line at a fourth table is devoted to
creating packets for newborns, using those
blankets to wrap up essentials for the babies. As
well as baby needs, school kits are assembled
from supplies purchased with funds provided by
Thrivent. In addition, they package health kits
with soap, toothbrushes, nail clippers, towel and
washcloth.
The camaraderie among these people is evident
and they look forward to “coffee break” where
they gather to chat about this and that—the most
fun time of the day.
As well as these faithful workers, there is an
“army” of people who work from home making
quilt tops, knitting sweaters for babies and
providing materials to work with.
These “miracle workers” meet every Monday at
9:00am in the Rec Room at OSL. Everyone is
welcome! Come and join these ladies (men are
invited too!) and have some fun!
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Thank you from…...

GLOBAL MISSION
7/8/2022: Thank you for your generous gift of $3,500 to ELCA Global Mission—designated for Patrick &
Jacqueline Bencke.
Your support enables ELCA Global Mission to send missionaries to serve in over 40 countries.
Thank you for your gracious gifts. The glory of God is shining through you.
Rahel Mwitula Williams
Director, ELCA Global Mission Funding
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE
6/30/2022: Thank you for your gift of $2,273.00 given to your synod, received by Lutheran Disaster
Response—Eastern Europe Crisis Response.
7/8/2022 Thank you for your gift of $2,000.00 to Lutheran Disaster Response—Eastern Europe Crisis
Response.
Your Spirit-filled generosity is helping families and communities reeling from disasters here in the United
States and around the world. No matter the variety of disaster, no matter the variety of need, your gifts to
Lutheran Disaster Response enable people to rebuild their lives and livelihoods now and far into the
future.
Thank you for your gracious gifts. The glory of God is shining through you.
The Rev. Daniel Rift
Director, Mission Funding, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response
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We thank those who have given to the following special funds:

In Memory of Rick Marine
General: Rebecca Marine
In Memory of Ruth Hendrikson
OSL Women: Gary & Sue Russo
Special Gifts
Thrivent: Lois Debee; Richard & Vicki Jaeger

Many people choose to sponsor a particular week’s radio broadcast in honor or
memory of a celebration or individual. If you would like to sponsor a radio broadcast, please contact the
church office.
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September 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

28

29

30

31

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

9:00am Dean Langby's
Music Instruction
6:00pm Finance Committee Mtg

13

6:00pm Church Council 6:00pm Confirmation
Mtg
Orientation

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

6:00pm Mission Endow- 1:00pm Reading Club
ment Fund meeting
1:00pm Writers Group

21

9:00am Dean Langby's
Music Instruction

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

1

Online Worship Opportunities
9:00am Worship Service

Online Worship Opportunities
9:00am Worship Service

Online Worship Opportunities
9:00am Worship Service
10:30am Rotary Feed Packing Event - 2
shifts

Online Worship Opportunities
9:00am Worship

Online Worship Opportunities
9:00am Worship w/Blessing of the Quilts
10:15am Sunday School

9:00am Monday Morning Quilters/Crafters

Labor Day
OFFICE CLOSED

9:00am Dean Langby's
Music Instruction
9:00am Monday Morning Quilters/Crafters

9:00am Dean Langby's
Music Instruction
9:00am Monday Morning Quilters/Crafters

3:30pm Neighbors of
Dunn County Communion Service

9:00am AMers' Bible
Study

Office Closed

Office Closed

9:00am Dean Langby's Office Closed
Music Instruction
9:00am Quilting Queens

9:00am Dean Langby's
Music Instruction

Office Closed

Office Closed

Looking for
something to do
this summer?
Check out:
Menomonieminute.com
/things-to-do
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,
I hope this email finds you doing well! My name is Laura, I am
the Enrollment Specialist at Big Brothers Big Sisters in Eau Claire,
and I want to introduce our program. If you are not already
familiar with Big Brothers Big Sisters, it is a non-profit one-onone youth mentoring program providing children (Littles) with
volunteer mentors (Bigs) to spend time with them in the
community and schools, building a friendship based on youth
achieving their full potential. Right now, we are looking for Bigs
to enroll in our program. We know that faith-based communities
have a passion to serve the community, and we are reaching out to
ask for your help to share the information about our program.
View the Big Brothers Big Sisters flyer on OSL’s Community
bulletin board.
Thank you for your time and have a great day!
Laura Reed

First Congregational United Church of Christ of Menomonie invites you to join us in a traditional Ojbwe Sacred
Water Walk ceremony around Lake Menomin Sunday, September 25, 2022 beginning at 1:00pm.
A Sacred Water Walk demonstrates gratitude and love for the water, and reflects a commitment to duties and
responsibilities made on behalf of all participants to the Spirit, to the water, and to all life. We are pleased that
Sharon Day (an enrolled member of the Bois Forte Band of Ojibwe) has agreed to lead us in the first Red Cedar
River/Lake Menomin Sacred Water Walk on September 25.
More information will be posted on First Congregational Facebook page as plans for the Red Cedar River/Lake
Menomin Sacred Water Walk are finalized.
To learn more about Sacred Water Walks, visit Sharon Day’s website at http://www.nibiwalk.org/; for basic
information on the Protocols for a Sacred Water Walk: http://www.nibiwalk.org/protocols-for-the-nibi-walks/.
Karen Miller
Director of Faith Formation

Naomi Cummings
Committee Deacon

First Congregational United Church of Christ
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THE SPIRITUALITY OF AGING

A Discussion and Reflection Group for people who are
aging or are caring for another person who is aging
YOU ARE INVITED to a new group on THE SPIRITUALITY OF AGING.
This will be a contemplative discussion group and will meet for 8 weeks beginning September 9 and then
take a break and meet again after the holidays for 8 weeks. We will continue like this as long as there is
interest Participants can also come and go as times and topics meet their needs. There is no fee, and you
can read the books listed below simply as resources if you wish. OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY.
Topics Include: Exploring This Stage of Life; The River of Life; I Am My Body-I Am Not My Body;
Cultivating Nourishing Relationships; Forgiveness and Reconciliation; Cultivating Spiritual Qualities for
Well-Being; Living with Love and Finding Light; Conscious Dying; Legacy and Stewardship. (We will
give people something to read each week):
We will begin with 10 minutes of silent meditation followed by a “check in” talking circle of responses to
the meditation or anything else that may be on someone’s mind. There is NO PRESSURE to share, and
anyone can simply pass.
Once God and grace move us to the second half of life, religion becomes much more a mystical matter
rather than a moral matter. Then it’s about moving toward ever-deeper union with God and all things. –
Richard Rohr
Meetings will be held at First Congregational UCC Church of Menomonie, 6th, and Wilson Streets each
Friday morning at 10 AM, beginning September 9, 2022.
RESOURCES: Falling Upward – Richard Rohr
Wise Aging: Living with Joy, Resilience, and Spirit – Rachel Cowan
The American Book of Living and Dying – Richard F. Groves
Dying Well – Ira Byock, MD
Rev. Kathleen Remund, she/her/hers
First Congregational UCC, Menomonie
715-235-5838
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Please call the church office at 715-235-0693 or email
office@oslme.com to schedule a baptism.
We will be holding a new member class on Sunday,
October 9th after worship. New members will be
formally received in worship on Sunday, October 23rd.
Interested in becoming a member? Contact the church
office.
If you have “contribution” questions, contact Bonnie
Christianson at: contributions@oslme.com
If you have “billing” questions, contact Kim StudingerHolten, please email her at: bookkeeper@oslme.com
If you would like to “volunteer” on Sunday mornings,
contact Judy Kirk at: office@oslme.com
If you have an “announcement” for the Bulletin or
Scope, contact Bonnie Christianson at:
bonnie@oslme.com

If you are out of giving envelopes, let the office know.
We can easily print more. If your offering is in a plain
envelope, please make sure you write your name and
number on it so you receive credit.

(715) 235-0693
Senior Pastor: Rev. Heather T. Wigdahl
heather@oslme.com, Ext. 203
Associate Pastor: Rev. Sarah L. Miller
sarah@oslme.com, Ext. 204
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Don Wisner
Administrative Assistant:
Bonnie Christianson, bonnie@oslme.com, Ext. 201
Judy Kirk, judy@oslme.com, Ext 201
Bookkeeper:
Kim Studinger-Holten, bookkeeper@oslme.com,
Ext. 202
Contributions:
Bonnie Christianson, contributions@oslme.com,
Ext. 202
Custodian:
Josh Madsen, office@oslme.com, Ext. 217
Health Ministry/Parish Nurses:
Becky Kneer, becky.kneer@gmail.com, Ext. 207
Amy Whelan, amyowhelan@gmail.com,
715-495-1178
Music Ministry:
Michaela Gifford, michaelamaemusic@gmail.com,
Ext. 216
Youth & Family Ministry:
Denise Vick, denise@oslme.com, Ext. 206
OSL Choir Director: Michaela Gifford
Youth Choir Director: Emily Hansen
Bell Choir Director: Merlyn Aude
Worship Band Leader: Ted Bensen
Wedding Coordinator: Michaela Gifford

Online giving is available on OSL’s website.
Whether you’re a member, a visitor or a friend,
you’re able to make regular contributions, a special
one-time donation, or a memorial gift online using
your debit or credit card.
As a way to celebrate your online Simply Giving,
use the brightly colored giving cards (located in the
pew racks) during the offering collection.

OSL also has a QR (Quick Response) Code:
Give directly using
the QR Reader app
on your device!

President: Diane Hausler, diane.hausler@gmail.com
VP: Lindsay Barnhart, barnhartl@uwstout.edu
Secretary: Sam Weaver, weaverscc@gmail.com
Rod Smeltzer, rsmeltzer14@gmail.com
Jeff Vick, jeffvick@sbcglobal.net
Marni Waznik, mwaznik@gmail.com
Sarah Place. sarah.place83@gmail.com
Gayle Holte, gmholte@gmail.com
Katie Benson, benska01@gmail.com
Treasurer: Becky Scheuffele,
beckyscheuffele@gmail.com
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OUR MISSION
God calls all members of Our Savior’s Lutheran to:
+WELCOME all to faith in Jesus Christ
+WORSHIP our Lord and Savior
+EQIP us for a faith that works in real life
+SEND us into the world to minister in Jesus’ name

