First Sunday of Advent November 30, 2025 9:00am Service

GATHERING

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both
Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s
coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there
will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we
wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that
strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

Before worship begins, Michaela and Sarah will introduce the new liturgy
PRELUDE

WELCOME  Sarah

e Welcome to worship!

e Welcome to all those joining us via our Live Stream, welcome to those joining us through
our Listen to Church service.

e Ifyou are joining us from home, I invite you to gather some bread and wine/juice so you
can join us in celebrating Holy Communion this morning.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (title slide only) — Sarah

Advent is a time for preparing for Jesus’ coming again. We don’t know when or where or
how Jesus will return, but we can be assured he will come. He will come to do what he has
always come to do: to bring light to the world, to bring love where there is hate, to turn our
swords into plowshares, to bring the fullness of his kingdom of justice, mercy and peace.
We light this first candle to remind us that the future breaks into our self-absorbed present
and demands our attention. This candle calls us to watch for Jesus’ coming every day with
awe and reverence.

First candle of the advent wreath is lit.

ADVENT PRAYER  Sarah

Let us pray:

Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war into
implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that our
night of sin is far gone and that your day of salvation is dawning. As we light the first candle
on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us to live honorably,
and guide us along your path of peace. Amen.

O house of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the Lord.

GATHERING HYMN Savior of the Nations, Come #263 (vss 1-4)

1 Savior of the nations, come; virgin's son, make here your home.
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Marvel now, O heav'n and earth: 4  From God's heart the Savior speeds,
God has chosen such a birth. back to God his pathway leads;
out to vanquish death's command,
2 Not by human flesh and blood, back to reign at God's right hand.
but the mystic Breath of God,
was the Word of God made ﬂeSh’ Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr.
fruit of woman, blossom fresh. hymnal version

Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

3 Wondrous birth—oh, wondrous child—
from his throne, a virgin mild!
Very God, and Mary's son,
eager now his race to run!

GREETING Sarah
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening
dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5 Reader

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a
universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community
responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!” A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

! The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3 Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4 He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
>0 house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14 Reader
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of
Christ’s coming in the future. A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.

1 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; '2 the night is far gone; the day is
near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; '* let us walk
decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. 4 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh,
to gratify its desires.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.
GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44 Keith

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to
our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait
expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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[Jesus said to the disciples,] *® “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man. * For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, *° and they knew nothing until the flood came and
swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. *’ Then two will be in the field;
one will be taken, and one will be left. ' Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be
taken, and one will be left. ** Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. ** But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.

# Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON “Nevertheless” Pastor Keith Ruehlow
HYMN OF THE DAY Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying #436 (vss 1-2)
1 Wake, awake, for night is flying, 2 Zion hears the watchmen singing,
the watchmen on the heights are crying; and all her heart with joy is springing.
awake, Jerusalem, at last. She wakes, she rises from her gloom.
Midnight hears the welcome voices, Her dear friend comes down, all glorious,
and at the thrilling cry rejoices: the strong in grace, in truth victorious:
"Come forth, you maidens! Night is past. her star is ris'n; her light is come.
The bridegroom comes! Awake; Now come, O Blessed One,
your lamps with gladness take!" Lord Jesus, God's own Son.
Alleluia! Sing hosanna!
Rise and prepare the feast to share; Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all,
go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near. and follow to the banquet hall.

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license
from copyright administrator.

CONFESSION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
Together we confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  Reader
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the
church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay leaders,
teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us in your paths. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower us to care for forests
and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out words of hate and
transform them into words for building up community. Remake implements of war to sow peace.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and companions who are ill or
despairing, especially Roger Sipple, Jim Anderson, Johnny Foster, Erica Peterson. Comfort those
who mourn, especially Pr. Sarah and family at the death of her aunt, Jeanette Beckala. Surround all
with care and consolation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our refuge and our strength, you are our help in times of trouble. We pray for our siblings in
Christ at Wilson Lutheran Church as they grieve the death of their pastor, Bob Dahm. And we pray
for our siblings in Christ at Faith Lutheran Church in Balsam Lake as they deal with the aftermath of
a fire in their building. By your hand lead these congregations forward through these difficult days
and give them hope for the future. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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God of blessing, we give thanks or the work and witness of the women of the ELCA, especially the
OSL women. Nurture and sustain them in faith and bless their ministry among us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, bring us with all the
saints, especially Jeanette, to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus
Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE Sarah
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MINISTRY MATTERS MOMENT Donna Albrecht — OSL Women/Thankoffering

BRIEFING THE MINISTERS Sarah

MEAL
OFFERING
OFFERTORY
In the Bleak Midwinter (294 vs.3)
3. What can I give him, I would do my part;
poor as [ am? yet what I can I give him—
If I were a shepherd give my heart.

I would bring a lamb;

K - Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
if I were a wise man

OFFERING PRAYER Keith

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal,
satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING Keith
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE Keith

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for your promise to your
people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to
your will. Bless are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat, this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We
remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER Keith

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  Lamb of God
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O Bread of Life from Heaven #480
1 O bread of life from heaven, till all are fully satisfied.
O food to pilgrims given,
O manna from above: 3  We love you, Jesus, tender,
feed with the blessed sweetness in all your hidden splendor
of your divine completeness within these means of grace.

the souls that want and need your love.
Oh, let the veil be riven,
2 O fount of grace redeeming, and our clear eye in heaven
O river ever streaming behold your glory face to face.
from Jesus' wounded side:
come now, your love bestowing
on thirsting souls, and flowing

Text: Latin hymn, c. 1661; tr. Hugh T. Henry, 1862-1946, sts. 1, 3; tr.
Philip Schaff, 1819-1893, st. 2

My Lord, What a Morning #438

Refrain
My Lord, what a morning; 1 You will hear the trumpet sound,
my Lord, what a morning; to wake the nations underground,
oh, my Lord, what a morning, looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall. when the stars begin to fall. Refrain
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3 You will hear the Christian shout,
to wake the nations underground,
looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall. Refrain

2 You will hear the sinner cry,
to wake the nations underground,
looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall. Refrain

Text: African American spiritual

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER Keith
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the
feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION  Sarah

May God who comes among us,

Father, & Son, and Holy Spirit,

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers #244 (vss. 1,2, 4)
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, the gates wide open stand.

and let your lights appear;

the evening is advancing,

and darker night is near. 4
The bridegroom is arising

and soon is drawing nigh.

Up, pray and watch and wrestle;

Arise, O heirs of glory;
the bridegroom is at hand.

Our hope and expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;

arise, O Sun so longed for,
o'er this benighted sphere.

at midnight comes the cry.

2 The watchers on the mountain
proclaim the bridegroom near;
go forth as he approaches
with alleluias clear.

The marriage feast is waiting;

DISMISSAL Keith
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.

With hearts and hands uplifted,
we plead, O Lord, to see

the day of earth's redemption
that sets your people free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater,
1823-1907
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POSTLUDE
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