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GATHERING 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
• Welcome to worship! Welcome to those who are here in person, and all those joining us via our Live 

Stream, and Listen to Church. 
• Welcome to Ted Bensen and Jason Hausler, our LCM Board representatives! 
• If you are joining us from home, I invite you to gather some bread and wine/juice so you can join us 

in celebrating Holy Communion this morning. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 
and blots out all offenses. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For failing to recognize your coming reign, 
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For disregarding voices from the margin, 
and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 
and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 
Through faith, the free gift of God, 
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
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In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 
dwells in you, 
pours God’s love into your hearts, 
and gives you life and peace. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN     I Want Jesus to Walk with me    325 
1 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 all along my pilgrim journey, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
 in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

 when my heart is almost breaking, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
3 When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
 when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
 when my head is bowed in sorrow, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 
Text: African American spiritual 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you 
all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray, Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and 
the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, 
and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
FIRST READING      Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7       Reader 
Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the creator, creation, and one 
another. The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes would be opened led, ironically, to the 
discovery only that they were naked. A reading from  Genesis. 
 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16 And the Lord God 
commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
  3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to 
the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of 
the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said 
to the woman, “You will not die, 5 for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food 
and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its 
fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of 
both were opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made 
loincloths for themselves. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
LENTEN ACCLAMATION 

 



 

First Sunday in Lent            February 22, 2026            9:00am Service 

GOSPEL     Matthew 4:1-11 
The holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He fasted forty days and 
forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written,  
 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 
  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
  5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying to him, 
“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,  
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 
  8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and 
their glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then 
Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,  
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ” 
11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
SERMON      Pastor Sarah Miller 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY       When We Are Tested     ACS 922 
1 When we are tested and wrestle alone, 
 famished for bread when the world offers 
stone, 
 nourish us, God, by your word and your 
way, 
 food that sustains us by night and by day. 
 
2 When in the desert we cry for relief, 
 pleading for paths marked by certain 
belief, 
 lift us to love you beyond sign and test, 
 trusting your presence, our only true rest. 

 
3 When we are tempted to barter our souls, 
 trading the truth for the pow'r to control, 
 teach us to worship and praise only you, 
 seeking your will in the work that we do. 
 
4 When we have struggled and searched 
through the night, 
 sorting and sifting the wrong from the 
right, 
 Savior, surround us with circles of care, 
 angels of healing, of hope, and of prayer. 

 
Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947 
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     Reader 
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Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs. 
A brief silence. 
God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will to resist temptation and to 
worship and serve you alone. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience threaten this planet and the life it 
contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of reverence, awe, and gentleness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of violence with your steadfast 
love and give resilience to all who work for peace. Grant courage to those who challenge systems of 
injustice, especially those working around issues of racism and systemic oppression. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, especially Bill Miller, Teresa 
Kraft, Loren Barker, Annette Weiss, Rich Moen, Jan Krueger, Johnny Foster and Erica Peterson, and 
give peace to all who groan in grief especially the family of Charlene Amundson and to Howie Slinden 
and family at the death of his brother, Bruce, and send companions to all who are lonely or isolated. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger for bread, bring 
nourishment. For any among us who hunger for truth, speak your life-giving word. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all joy, bless the work of Lutheran Campus Ministry at UW-Stout. May LCM be a place where all 
students feel welcome and have the opportunity to explore and grow in their faith.  Strengthen the bond 
between Our Savior’s and LCM and help us to be faithful partners in sharing the good news of the gospel 
with students.  Hear us, O God.   
Your mercy is great.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and abounding grace, and for those who, by 
that same grace, now rest eternally in you (especially Charlene Amundson and Bruce Slinden). Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE        
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
MINISTRY MATTERS MOMENT      Lutheran Campus Ministry – Ted Bensen and Jason Hausler 
 
BRIEFING THE MINISTERS 
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MEAL 
OFFERING    Blessed Is the One – OSL Choir 
 
OFFERTORY         Create in Me    188 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray, O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain 
and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw 
us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.  We ask this in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PROPER PREFACE 
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HOLY. HOLY. HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the way.  In the 
fullness of time you sent your chosen servant tp preach the good news to the afflicted, to break bread with 
the outcasts and the despised, and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.   
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery 
of faith:  
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
With your holy ones of all times and places, we praise you O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 
forever.  Amen.   
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LORD’S PRAYER             
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION     
Lamb of God 

 
In the Cross of Christ I Glory    324 
1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 
 tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 
 All the light of sacred story 
 gathers round its head sublime. 
 
2 When the woes of life o'ertake me, 
 hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
 never shall the cross forsake me; 
 lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 
 light and love upon my way, 
 from the cross the radiance streaming 
 adds more luster to the day. 
 
4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
 by the cross are sanctified; 
 peace is there that knows no measure, 
 joys that through all time abide. 

 
Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872 

 
Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery    334 
1 Tree of Life and awesome myst'ry, 

in your death we are reborn; 
though you die in all of hist'ry, 
still you rise with ev'ry morn, 

still you rise with ev'ry morn. 
 

2 We remember truth once spoken, 
love passed on through act and word; 
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ev'ry person lost and broken 
wears the body of our Lord, 
wears the body of our Lord. 
 

3 Christ, you lead and we shall follow, 
stumbling though our steps may be; 
one with you in joy and sorrow, 

we the river, you the sea, 
we the river, you the sea. 

 
4     From the dawning of creation 

you have loved us as your own; 
stay with us through all temptation, 
make us turn to you alone. 

 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER         
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.  
 
Let us pray,  
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and 
strengthens us for the journey.  Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in 
the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
BENEDICTION 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 
God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 
☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN    Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song   808:1, 3, 4 
1 Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I 

journey; 
I'll tell ev'rybody about you wherever I go: 
you alone are our life and our peace and our 
love. 
Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I 
journey. 
 

3 As long as I live, Jesus, make me your 
servant, 
to carry your cross and to share all your 
burdens and tears. 

For you saved me by giving your body and 
blood. 
As long as I live, Jesus, make me your 
servant. 
 

4 I fear in the dark and the doubt of my 
journey; 
but courage will come with the sound of your 
steps by my side. 
And with all of the family you saved by your 
love, 
we'll sing to your dawn at the end of our 
journey. 

 
Text: Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community; tr. Stephen Somerville, b. 1931 
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Text © 1987 Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Tr. © 1970 Stephen Somerville, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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