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GATHERING 
PRELUDE    Meditation on the Fifth of July (M.Truax)    
 
WELCOME 

• Welcome to worship! Welcome to all those joining us via our Live Stream and our Listen to 
Church Service  

• If you are joining us from home, I invite you to gather some bread and wine/juice so you can join 
us in celebrating Holy Communion this evening. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen.   
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN       I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say    611 
1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 "Come unto me and rest; 
 lay down, O weary one, lay down 
 your head upon my breast." 
 I came to Jesus as I was, 
 so weary, worn, and sad; 
 I found in him a resting-place, 
 and he has made me glad. 
 

2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 "Behold, I freely give 
 the living water, thirsty one; 
 stoop down and drink and live." 
 I came to Jesus, and I drank 
 of that life-giving stream; 
 my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
 and now I live in him. 
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3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 "I am this dark world's light; 
 look unto me, your morn shall rise, 
 and all your day be bright." 

 I looked to Jesus, and I found 
 in him my star, my sun; 
 and in that light of life I'll walk 
 till trav'ling days are done. 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889 

 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray, 
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You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless 
until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD 
FIRST READING    Zechariah 9:9-12 
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God’s 
covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.” A reading from the prophet 
Zechariah. 
 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 See, your king comes to you; 
  triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
  and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
  and he shall command peace to the nations; 
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea 
  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 
 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALMODY    145:8-14 
Our Psalmody this morning is taken from Psalm 145.  We read together responsively by whole verse. 
 
 8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9 LORD, you ar| good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works.  
 10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 
  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
 11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
  and speak of your power, 
 12 that all people may know of your power 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 
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 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down.  
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL      Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
The holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in 
the marketplaces and calling to one another, 
 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 
Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 
  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such 
was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the 
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses 
to reveal him. 
  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
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SERMON      Pastor Sarah Miller 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY      Build a Longer Table    ACS 1062 
1 Build a longer table, not a higher wall, 
 feeding those who hunger, making room 
for all. 
 Feasting together, stranger turns to friend, 
 Christ breaks walls to pieces; false 
divisions end. 
 
2 Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail; 
 where the weak find shelter, mercy will 
not fail. 
 For any place where justice is denied, 
 Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all 
inside. 
 
3 Build a broader doorway, not a longer 
fence. 

 Love protects all people, sparing no 
expense. 
 When we embrace compassion more than 
fear, 
 Christ tears down our fences: all are 
welcome here. 
 
4 When we lived as exiles, refugees 
abroad, 
 Christ became our doorway to the reign 
of God. 
 So must our tables welcome those who 
roam. 
 None can be excluded; all must find a 
home. 

 
Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984 
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried; 
     he descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again; 
     he ascended into heaven, 
     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
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     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     Reader  
Trusting in God’s steadfast love, let us pray for the church, the nations, and all of creation.  
A brief silence.  
Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every nation. Knit us together 
into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. Overcome our timidity to witness and act in the 
public square when your purpose is being thwarted. Bless rostered and lay leaders with clarity and 
courage as they center your people in the gospel. God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  
All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the Atlantic to the western 
islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples over many centuries. As we take our part in 
creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you have fashioned, and enliven our will to ensure its health 
for future generations. God of grace,  
hear our prayer. 
Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own divine life. We 
come from many nations with many languages; make us a united people that delights in our many 
different gifts. As the United States of America marks its declaration of independence, give those whom 
we have entrusted with authority the spirit of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so that both here 
and abroad, justice, humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  
You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who live with poverty, the 
tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace people seeking refuge; those incarcerated, 
detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they once trusted. Give healing and hope to people 
in any oppression and need, especially Judy Kirk, Char Ovren, Addison Hughes, Charles Freeman, Kelly 
Warfel, Tom Lawrence, Gordon Smith and Erica Peterson  (a brief silence). God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  
Here other intercessions may be offered.  
We remember before you those who have died in every generation: Jan Hus, executed for protesting the 
ecclesial system; Benedict, teacher of a prayerful life; and those who have died ensuring the freedoms of 
this country: people in the armed services, peace officers, advocates, and activists. Gather us, together 
with those who have gone before us, and with saints of every tribe and nation, into the holy city you have 
prepared. God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  
Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
Amen.  
 
SHARING THE PEACE  
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
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BRIEFING THE MINISTERS      
 

MEAL 
OFFERING   I Hjemmet (“In My Native Country”) (Grieg) 
 
OFFERTORY     Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment    ACS 1036:1 
1 Commonwealth is God's commandment; 
 common goods are meant to share. 
 Tables set and doors wide open 
 welcome angels unaware. 
 

Refrain 
 Plead for the peace of all creation. 
 Pray for a place where grace is found. 
 Shanti, pax, shalom, maslaha: 
 common good is holy ground. 

 
Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953 
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray, 
Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines and winepresses, for our labor 
and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land. Transform us and what we offer into the banquet of 
your compassion, serving your love without limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 



 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost     July 5, 2026      9:00am Service 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, in the beginning you formed our star and this planet: purple mountains, fruited plains, crystal 
waters, towering forests, gleaming mines. Here you fashioned human beings in our infinite variety and 
hue, yet each one created equal, to care for one another and our earthly home.  
 
In a time of peace, enforced by the cruelty of empire, you came in Jesus to share our life. Born under the 
rule of a merciless king, Jesus revealed the merciful realm of God. Moving across borders to people 
broken and oppressed, your Son brought healing, restoration, and freedom. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Shed your grace on us, O God.  Shower your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine and on your 
people gathered this day. For yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is the everlasting kingdom, the 
peaceable power, and the humble glory, now and forever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER             
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION       
Lamb of God 
 

 
 
This Is My Song    887 
1 This is my song, O God of all the nations, 

a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 
This is my home, the country where my heart 
is; 
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy 
shrine; 
but other hearts in other lands are beating 
with hopes and dreams as true and high as 
mine. 
 

2 My country's skies are bluer than the ocean, 
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine. 
But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 

and skies are ev'rywhere as blue as mine. 
So hear my song, O God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for their land and for mine. 
 

3 This is my prayer, O God of all earth's 
kingdoms, 

your kingdom come; on earth your will be 
done. 
O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, 
and hearts united learn to live as one. 
So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; 
myself I give you; let your will be done. 

 
Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st. 3 
Text sts. 1-2 © 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Company. Text st. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 
How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds   620 
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1 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
 in a believer's ear! 
 It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 
 and drives away all fear. 
 
2 It makes the wounded spirit whole 
 and calms the heart's unrest; 
 'tis manna to the hungry soul 
 and to the weary, rest. 
 
3 Dear name! The rock on which I build, 
 my shield and hiding place; 
 my never-failing treasury, filled 
 with boundless stores of grace. 
 
4 By thee my prayers acceptance gain 
 although with sin defiled. 

 The devil charges me in vain, 
 and I am owned a child. 
 
5 O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend, 
 my prophet, priest, and king, 
 my Lord, my life, my way, my end, 
 accept the praise I bring. 
 
6 How weak the effort of my heart, 
 how cold my warmest thought; 
 but when I see thee as thou art, 
 I'll praise thee as I ought. 
 
7 Till then I would thy love proclaim 
 with every fleeting breath; 
 and may the music of thy name 
 refresh my soul in death! 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt. 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER         
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.  
 
Let us pray,  
We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need with the very gift of Jesus Christ,  
broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a broken world. Channel our common life toward the 
common good, following the way our Savior leads us now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
BENEDICTION         
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.   
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN    For This Land in All Its Wonder 

1. For this land in all its wonder, 
For each city, farm, and town, 
For each mountain filled with splendor, 
For each place where love is found, 
For the freedoms we enjoy here, 
God, may thanks to you abound! God, 
may thanks to you abound! 

 
2. For your peace and love unending, 

Breaking barriers that divide, 

For the joys of cultures blending 
As we live side by side 
God, we thank you and we pray now: 
May we all be unified! May we all be 
unified! 

 
3. For your hand to lead and guide us,  

For your work in history, 
For your vision born inside us, 
Of a just society, 
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God, we thank you and we pray now: 
May this vision come to be! May this 
vision come to be! 

 
4. May we be a nation seeking 

Ways that are both wise and fair 

May our living and our speaking  
Serve your purpose everywhere. 
May we follow where you lead us; 
God, this is our hope and prayer! God 
this is our hope and prayer! 

Text: Copyright © 1999 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette from her book, Gifts of Love (Geneva Press, 2000).  Used with 
permission. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   Enchiridion (arr. David N. Johnson) 
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