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GATHERING 
PRELUDE    Come, Holy Ghost, Lord God     (Zachau)  
 
WELCOME 

• Welcome to worship! Welcome to all those joining us via our Live Stream and our Listen to 
Church Service  

• New hymn of the day! 
• If you are joining us from home, I invite you to gather some bread and wine/juice so you can join 

us in celebrating Holy Communion this morning. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen.   
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN      Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 712:1-3 
1 Lord, whose love in humble service 
 bore the weight of human need, 
 who upon the cross, forsaken, 
 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 
 we, your servants, bring the worship 
 not of voice alone, but heart; 
 consecrating to your purpose 
 ev'ry gift which you impart. 

 
2 Still your children wander homeless; 
 still the hungry cry for bread; 
 still the captives long for freedom; 
 still in grief we mourn our dead. 
 As you, Lord, in deep compassion 
 healed the sick and freed the soul, 
 by your Spirit send your power 
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 to our world to make it whole. 
 
3 As we worship, grant us vision, 
 till your love's revealing light 
 in its height and depth and greatness 

 dawns upon our quickened sight, 
 making known the needs and burdens 
 your compassion bids us bear, 
 stirring us to ardent service, 
 your abundant life to share. 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984 
Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.  
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
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And also with you. 
Let us pray, 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of 
your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the 
earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD 
FIRST READING        Isaiah 56:1, 6-8    Reader  
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. Righteousness 
and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or any other 
category. A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 
 1 Thus says the Lord: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come 
  and my deliverance be revealed. 
 
 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 
  to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar, 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 
 8 Thus says the Lord God, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel: 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
PSALMODY      Psalm 67       Reader 
Our psalmody this morning is Psalm 67.  We read together responsively by whole verse. 
 
1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 2 Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 
 3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
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 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.  
 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 6 The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 
 7 May God give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL      Matthew 15:21-28 
The holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman 
from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 
tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, 
“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not 
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it 
be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON      Pastor Sarah Miller 
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HYMN OF THE DAY      God We Gather as Your People     ACS 1036 
1 God, we gather as your people to raise 
our song above, 
 and we dare to claim the promise of your 
love. 
 Though the day may not yet be here, 
 we trust it soon will be, when your 
children will be free. 
 
Refrain 
 Oh, may our hearts and minds be opened, 
 fling the church doors open wide. 
 May there be room enough for ev'ryone 
inside. 
 For in God there is a welcome, in God we 
all belong. 
 May that welcome be our song. 
 
2 Oh, we sing for all the children, that one 
day they be free; 

 and we sing for generations yet to be, 
 that they never have a reason to doubt 
that they are blest. 
 May they, in your love, find rest.  Refrain 
 
3 Oh, we pray for all the young lives cut 
short by fear and shame, 
 so afraid of who they are and whom they 
love. 
 May the message now be banished that 
your love is for the few; 
 may their faith in you renew.  Refrain 
 
4 God, we're working for the future when 
children far and wide 
 can live their lives with dignity and pride. 
 As they grow in strength and stature, may 
they join us hand in hand, 
 as against all hate we stand.  Refrain 

 
Text: David Lohman, b. 1961 
Text © 2007 Welcome Song Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried; 
     he descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again; 
     he ascended into heaven, 
     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
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     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     Reader 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s 
creation. 
A brief silence. 
For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in faith and harmony 
in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the beloved community of your heavenly 
kingdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise stewards to defend 
the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard endangered species and their habitats. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and ensure care for 
the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, states, and communities, that they lead and 
serve justly. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, community, and 
hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind, especially Pat Edwards, Toby Ellison, Rod 
Smeltzer, Perry Hodgson, Addison Hughes, Gordon Smith, and Erica Peterson, and comfort those who 
mourn, especially the family of Jim Anderson. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may recognize the 
presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it in 
unwavering faith. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
For the saints before us whose work is done, especially JimAnderson, that their faithful example 
continues to direct your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, 
whether in life or death. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE  
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
BRIEFING THE MINISTERS      
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• Confirmation Retreat: Sept 12th at Luther Park 
• OSL Canoe Trip Recap and Planning Meeting Aug 23rd after worship 

 
MEAL 

OFFERING       Just a Closer Walk with Thee – Jed Lyon, Saxophone; Dale Freberg guitar 
 
OFFERTORY     Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment    ACS 1036:1 
1 Commonwealth is God's commandment; 
 common goods are meant to share. 
 Tables set and doors wide open 
 welcome angels unaware. 
 

Refrain 
 Plead for the peace of all creation. 
 Pray for a place where grace is found. 
 Shanti, pax, shalom, maslaha: 
 common good is holy ground. 

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953 
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray, 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of 
your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of glory.  In great love you sent to us Jesus, 
your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, 
on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering therefore his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  Pour out 
upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ, our  Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory now 
and forever.  Amen.    
  
LORD’S PRAYER             
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 
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us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION       
Lamb of God 

 
Build a Longer Table    ACS 1062 
1 Build a longer table, not a higher wall, 
 feeding those who hunger, making room 
for all. 
 Feasting together, stranger turns to friend, 
 Christ breaks walls to pieces; false 
divisions end. 
 
2 Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail; 
 where the weak find shelter, mercy will 
not fail. 
 For any place where justice is denied, 
 Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all 
inside. 
 
3 Build a broader doorway, not a longer 
fence. 

 Love protects all people, sparing no 
expense. 
 When we embrace compassion more than 
fear, 
 Christ tears down our fences: all are 
welcome here. 
 
4 When we lived as exiles, refugees 
abroad, 
 Christ became our doorway to the reign 
of God. 
 So must our tables welcome those who 
roam. 
 None can be excluded; all must find a 
home. 

 
Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984 
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license. 

 
In Christ There is No East or West    650 
1 In Christ there is no east or west, 
 in him no south or north, 
 but one community of love 

 throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
2 In Christ shall true hearts ev'rywhere 



 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost        August 16, 2026           9:00am Service 

 their high communion find; 
 his service is the golden cord 
 close binding humankind. 
 
3 Join hands, disciples of the faith, 
 whate'er your race may be. 
 All children of the living God 

 are surely kin to me. 
 
4 In Christ now meet both east and west, 
 in him meet south and north; 
 all Christly souls are one in him 
 throughout the whole wide earth. 

 
Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt. 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER         
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.  
 
Let us pray,  
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your 
love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal may share your love freely, as you have shared with 
us.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
BENEDICTION         
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.   
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN    Jesus Shall Reign     434:1, 3, 4 
1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
 does its successive journeys run; 
 his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
 till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 
3 People and realms of ev'ry tongue 
 dwell on his love with sweetest song; 

 and infant voices shall proclaim 
 their early blessings on his name. 
 
4 Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 
 the pris'ners leap to lose their chains, 
 the weary find eternal rest, 
 and all who suffer want are blest. 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 

 
DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE     Praise Be to You, Jesus Christ    (Buttstedt) 
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